MOROCCO
Wira the reign of Alfonso XDL the Spanish territory in
Morocco had become an all-absorbing question. Antonio
Maura, the Prime Minister, was a considerable statesman
who endeavoured, entirely without success, to achieve
for Spain some of the many reforms that were necessary.
Education was almost non-existent, except for the rich
and those who were favoured by the Church ; the army
was inefficient; the navy almost a fiction ; justice a sham
and a snare; and the nation had become a shuttlecock in
the hands of political parties, tossed between hopeless
ineptitude and insatiable greed. The campaign in Morocco,
for which blood and treasure was being furnished by the
masses of the people, brought home even to the most listless
amongst them the fact that they were living under a regime
that was cynical, callous, and only concerned with pre-
serving itself in power. But the people were helpless against
the power of the Army and the Church. The Great Euro-
pean War hardly touched Spain at all, except that it brought
a little prosperity to a country which was able to sell abroad
many of its raw materials and much of its agricultural
produce. Even this prosperity rarely got beyond parasitic
middlemen. Workers and peasants saw little improvement
in their lot, although such is the nature of the Spanish worker
that he would be satisfied with less than the worker in almost
any other European country. Traditional rulers of Spain have